
Don’t Look Back
Genesis 19:17 “As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t lookback, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!” – A callingto move forward or look forward
Genesis 19:26 “But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.” – Disobedience and the pricepaid for looking back
Luke 17:32 “Remember Lot’s wife!” – The context is in reference to the coming of God. Lot’s wife is usedas a warning to not look behind but to look forward expectantly

The Hebrew phrase for “looked back” implies more than a passing glance; it means toregard, long for, or pay attention to.The Hebrew word ‘panah’ is a root verb and in Hebrew translation it is to turn to or facea direction.
A pillar of salt is a symbol of literal proportions. It is the image of being frozen in the timeand moment of looking backwards. Lot’s wife robbed herself of a future simply by notlooking forward. This is a picture of how looking back can freeze us and keep us frommoving forward toward and in Christ. To look back is to disobey God’s divine directionfor where He has you going.
Keeping this scripture in mind lets shift to what God may be trying to say and pulltogether. Bare with me because an in depth lesson is hidden here that can be applied toany stage of life.
Don’t search for what you’ve known by looking back to what could of been. Lookforward to the unexpected, new, not known to you yet. Every step you take in your walkwith God is one step away from what we leave behind. Its deciding to not return to whatGod has already brought you out of. The tricky part is the in-between place. This is theplace of knowing and seeing what God brought you out of but you have no visual ofwhat is ahead.
Craig Cooney says this in his Threshold book, “Its like you’re stuck between two stages.You’re not where you once were but you’re not where you want to be.”
Most of us come to a place more than once in our lifetimes when its uncomfortable toleave whats comfortable. This season and time your gliding through usually feels easy.It’s established. It’s familiar. It’s routine. Until suddenly its not. But God would have youpick up at His voice if He asked you to. This is the moment you may say, “I don’tunderstand what you’re doing God.” “I don’t understand why this is happening God.” “Idon’t understand why I have to do this God.” If you haven’t come to this place before



you surely will because it is 100% certain God will shift you when assignments are upand new ones are written up.It’s in these shiftings you can expect to suddenly feel discontent, insecurity, and not assure as you once were in yesterdays shoes in a particular season and time. The key tonot looking back and lugging what you think you know along the way is by lookingforward as a pioneer.
v Definition of pioneer: A person who is among the first to explore, settle, ororiginate something new. They are trailblazers.

In order to faithfully get what God is doing in your life and for your life you first have totake on the identity of pioneer. God himself was the first pioneer. Genesis 1:1 “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” He is the original creator and path clearer.He is always preparing a path for you and ahead of you Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plansI have for you, ‘declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and afuture.” In this verse in Jeremiah two things are very evident: One, God has the blueprintsto your life and the paths planned out for you. Two, it strictly highlights your future whichis a looking forward not backward. Stepping into the pioneer identity will mirror yourCreator for His kingdom work.Pioneers never look back. They don’t wish for what could of been. Instead, they areinnovative and lead the way in new beginnings, create paths that weren’t there before,and settle where God places them even if unfamiliar and new. All things familiar andcomfortable had a starting point in which it was unfamiliar and uncomfortable.Applying pioneering to your personal life enables you to take on a mindset similar toGod’s. It is a willingness to move forward in the unknown trusting in the God whopromise to keep you and guide you Genesis 28:15 “Behold, I am with you and will keep youwherever you go.”
If you’re looking back at missed opportunity, financial stability could-have-beens,scabbed over emotional wounds, or comfort in the places you’ve known, then youhaven’t stepped into the identity required by God to move forward.Some closed doors were toxic to your soul and spirit and Holy Spirit slammed them shutand kept them under lock and key so you couldn’t open it easily. Maybe this was aplace. Maybe this was a person or many persons. Maybe this was an inner battle. Somedoors were shut because while they held promise and stability they would draw youaway from your purpose.The doors that shut even when it didn’t make sense, were meant to protect you,preserve you, and ultimately lead you to your better. This is not simply about past tensebut also present and future. All steps leave behind a past and so doors will continue toopen and shut ahead.Pioneering requires perseverance, undaunting courage, strength by looking forwardthrough heavens eyes.
Here are some questions to ask yourself to pinpoint where you’re at:

1. Am I happy but unsettled? Here is a sign shifting is on the move.



2. Do I suddenly feel without direction even when operating in my giftingsand passions? Here is a sign a shifting is on the move. Your gifting willalways line up with God’s will. But the assignment in which you serve it outcan change.3. Is there a sense of feeling lost even when persistant in prayer andpursuing God? Your shifting is around the corner. Your sense of security inwhat you know is moving. Will you obediently move with it?
These are signs your identity as pioneer must be put on and you are to pick up andmove where God has cleared a new way. Sometimes this is a literal, physical move.Other times its a shift of your spiritual alignment.
Looking back robs you of point of view, especially your spiritual one. Your blessings layin front of you not behind you. It is possible to miss what God has for you and gothrough seasons that take longer because of missteps.Where you’ve been HAS played a part in building your strength. Building yourrelationships. Building your spiritual gifting and anointing. But if you refuse to moveforward from the building blocks and you’re looking back in the 7th season of your lifeyou have robbed your new transition into a bigger and better version of where God isleading.
Don’t look back. Move forward.
Pioneers adapted to survive. What are you adapting to? The world platform or the Godplatform?
An interesting fact is that in the 18th and 19th centuries pioneers were driven to moveforward in the unknown by three main things: Desire for land, gold, and/or newbeginnings.How do these relate to spiritual pioneering? Simple! The land is the Lord’s andwherever God plants you He will covenant with you for the land. Gold is the currency inwhich God made available when He created the earth. It is pure and emanates the gloryof God. It only makes sense that by moving forward we attain His true provision. Newbeginnings are the refreshments of spiritual things. It is a renewal in you to be renewedin Him. He is original in all He is and does. By moving forward and not looking back youbelieve in His promises and pave a way for others to follow.
Don’t just endure the seasons you are in. Intentionally invest yourself into them knowingit is moving in the new paths cleared.
Here are some scriptures to direct you forward!
Luke 9:62 “Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in thekingdom of God.” – There is a cost to moving forward but to look back in doing your work is to forefeityour place



Philippians 3:13-14 “Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But onething I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to winthe prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” – There is reward in what lies ahead
1 Corinthians 9:24 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run insuch a way as to get the prize.” – Running a race requires keeping your eyes on what is ahead


