Ruth, Naomi, and Orpah
Faith Tested

Ruth Chapters 1-4

Before there is blessing and shifting of one’s life there is a time of trial.

The entire book of Ruth begins in tragedy.If you break down the words then you can
understand the brevity of pain and heartache that took place. This will be the precursor
to a journey that unfolds hidden blessing and a turn-around that wasn’t fathomable in
the enemy eyes.

The book of Ruth highlights three women by name. Each has a part and each unveils
possibility by choice. First we’ll start with Naomi.

Naomi holds two titles: Wife and Mother-in-Law. She is the first to experience a loss, a
tragedy, an unexpected hurt. Her husband dies leaving her with her two sons. Long
story short, the sons marry Ruth and Orpah but they too die. Naomi experiences
heartache not once, not twice, but three times. From what we know of her she was
faithful to the Lord. Her life’s turn of events did not waver her love of God. This small,
but significant attribute of character will greatly impact an influenceable Daughter-in-Law
ultimately weaving together a plan in the heavenlies to pave the way for a Savior.

You can parallel Naomi’s three losses as a symbol of how God would use brokenness
to set up three crosses. A great rescue was being orchestrated and Naomi may have
not realized it, but her faithfulness was preparing the way. In her day who knows what
she must of thought or felt as life unfolded in the way it had but God took her willingness
and it kindled something across a family’s line of generations.

Specifically, the title Mother-in-Law was significant, especially in that time frame. Naomi
was like a link to a family inheritance not known yet. But God knew. Her title gave her
the responsibility of security for futures. This talks about legacies. This is a crucial
component in regards to Ruth and Orpah.

Ruth and Orpah represent two choices; two paths. One path came with blessing and
healing while another was walking backwards away from blessing. Both women
experienced loss and heartache. Make no mistake that even though they story is vague
on true feelings, these women were in fresh brokenness and aching. Knowing this about
them helps us to see how mind blowing it was for them to choose to follow Naomi into
more unknown, uncomfortable, and unfamiliar territory. This would have taken great
courage and faith to do because the easy thing would have been to run back to what
they knew to seek out comfort and allow for their hearts to heal.



Orpah, while she began the journey in faith, quickly ( most likely out of fear and
hopelessness ) changed her mind when given the choice by Naomi. Naomi didn’t force
despite her important title to these two young women. By Naomi giving her Daughter-in-
Laws a choice she was reflecting God. She mirrored the Lord by allowing each women
to choose her path and not demanding from them what they ought to do.

Orpah represents the choice of the familiar, the comfortable, the inability to trust healing
ahead. Instead, she goes backward to where she came from before her marriage
showing lack of faith.

Ruth on the other hand represents the choice of faith. Despite her fresh hardships she
chooses to trust God by trusting Naomi and find healing ahead.

If you're keeping up, whats unfolding is a deep lesson for our own lives. While pain and
heartache happen, making the faith choice leads us to true healing. It brings us
unexpected blessing ( just like it did for Ruth fast forwarding in the story ). Ruth’s
choices set the stage for King David and our Savior Jesus Christ to come onto the
scene through her family line. God diverted the enemies plans and pivoted to
orchestrate a set of events leading up to the Savior.

So whats the point?

God does not set you up for hardship and heartache. He pivots the enemies plans so it
lines up with Him and impacts your inheritance.

The scripture says children are an inheritance. Its not just about provision but about
generations.

These three women were insignificant on the world stage. But God pulled fruit from the
weeds the enemy set them in.

The story paints a picture of who to follow and the two choice you have at every
intersection. You must choose to live for the unseen inheritance believing God has not
forsaken.

Ruth and Naomi symbolize loyalty, faith, and redemption.

Ruth 1:16-17 “But Ruth said ,’Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following you; for
wherever you go, | will go...Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.”

Ruth 1:14-15 “At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-Law goodbye, but Ruth
clung to her. ‘Look,” Naomi said, ‘Your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. God back
with her.”

A comparison is displayed here when Orpah kissed Naomi goodbye. It is repeated in
betrayal as Jesus is nearing crucifixion by Judas. In the same way, Orpah betrayed
Naomi by not following through with the journey but turning back to other gods. She lost
her way to her true inheritance and healing. She would miss the opportunity God
provided her with. Once she turned back she exited the story quickly and nothing else
was mentioned of her. Her choice didn’t line up with God’s plan therefore it cut off her
inheritance.

What paths will you choose to take? Do they lead to the inheritance you have to have
faith to believe for? Will the fields you work in reap what you sow? Be careful not to cut
off your inheritance.



