
The Storm Before the Calm
How do I believe for it when I’m hardly making it?
I will never use “we’re human” as an excuse for anything except when in comparison to God’sextraordinary power and might. I would say we’re likely to doubt in some form here and there.But choosing to believe God for extraordinary can invite an onslaught of doubt seeding demonsready to pray on your inability to not ask ‘why God?’ or ‘what if?’ or ‘when God?’
Three things you automatically doubt in with these three doubting questions is the ‘why’: I don’tbelieve God understands what He’s doing because I don’t know why I’m here. I don’t know whyI’m going through this. I don’t know why He can’t do better. I don’t know why He can’t step in inthe way I want Him to. I don’t know why my life is one unfinished, incomplete mess. It’s alwaysin the ‘why’ that you confront God on His way.
The second question is ‘what if?’ Just by asking it you’ve allowed possibilities outside of God’sorder to take precedent. If you have to ask if then you’ve doubted God’s ability and categorizedHim as a maybe-ill-do-it-God. You’ve leveled Him out so He’s not capable in Your eyes toaccomplish beyond the possibilities of your mind and foresight in earthly things.
The third question is ‘when?’ When will it happen? When will I see the miracles? When will I seeproof? When will my provision come that’s been promised me in Word of God? When will Godmove His hand? When will justice be brought to the victimized? When will God clearly showme?When is it my turn? When? When? When? In my personal opinion this is the mostdangerous question to ask; its taking God in His infinite time and trying to demand it be on ourtime. Timing is everything and I don’t have to state the obvious but I will, God’s timing is perfectand ours is far from it.

When we’re trying to believe for something, anything in our lives ( job change, family planning,moving, business starting, nation praying, etc ) can quickly divert our faith to a place of doubt.As people we quickly turn to doubt because its easy. Its easy to take matters into our ownhands to feel as if your making progress towards it. Its easy to question God than to trust Him.His ways are not our ways and this is because He is far more knowing than we are. TrustingGod requires not asking our top three doubters questions and taking the leap of faith to becontent in all He has you in and where its at and how it appears. Its appearance may look likefailure to the rest of world. Where its at may not seem like God’s best. Being content may seemhard when you look at what you have and its barely anything by the worlds standards. But thatsthe point. Before there was a world and it’s own unbiblical standard, there was a Creator whowas the standard.
We have a daily battle to ward off the worlds casting of success and to go to a place in our heartand mind that truly reflects the Father’s intentions and best. His best is far greater than theworld’s best. Now this becomes knowingly more difficult as you stack on the trials of life. You’re



able to start numbering them on a sort of timeline of your life. They get to be heavy as you pilethem on.
What does the Word of God say that would give instruction on what to do when you’ve hit thebrick wall of ‘why’, ‘what if’, and ‘when’?

2 Corinthians 12:9 says “My grace is sufficent for you, for my power is made perfect inweakness. “
If you break down the word sufficient in hebrew it means a quantity capable of fulfilling a need.In other words, God has the exact number to keep you provided for. He has the exact number ofchildren in your quiver. He has promised He is the fullfiller. He has exactly what is required in allcircumstances of life. But the key is trust not doubt. Its that risky moment to step out on deepwaters expecting by faith you’ll walk steadily over them and not sink. In a human mind thatsimpossible, but with God all things are possible.

Hebrews 10:36 says “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will ofGod you may receive what is promised.”
Notice the promise comes as a secondary to the endurance. We should recognize that with allthings promised theres a race to be won, a battle to be fought, a step to be taken. It rarely justfalls in our lap. Wheres the faith in that? Wheres the steps towards our God taken? Youre notmarried in covenant vows without steps towards the altar being taken. Theres a work to bedone. A trial to be had. A test to be taken. These things create and form perserverance andstrength. Its in the preparation period that you find the mold God has had you in. One of Hisdesign not your own.
If you back up just a few verses in Hebrews you can read in verse 32 that it says “...after youwere enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings...”
Being forged in fire brings out the tough resilient faith. The kind of faith that can stand on itselfand not on the seeds of doubt. There was suffering before there was true freedom as Jesushung on the cross. He was already perfect but it took an action on his part to trust in His fatherthat the plan unfolding was the only way forward as hard as it was to understand why it had tobe that way. Why did he walk into suffering? Was there not another way? This is the faith factor.It’s trusting that youre heavenly father sees ahead past the suffering and ultimately Jesuswalked out of the tomb as if his suffering hadn't marked him. The only reminder was the nailswhich marked the where he had come from but the powerful testimony of where he was goingand had come to. We can reflect this is in our own walk as we try our very best to act like Jesusdid. Through the suffering. Through what feels like an unfair set of dealt cards. Through thequestioning of why I’m here and why me. God has a purpose and he takes the suffering and trialand orchestrates a better walk with lived experience for testifying to proclaim of His good works.We are in this world and operate on the level it requires but that should be the bare minimum as



we search for a supernatural provision beyond what we could provide for ourselves in all areasof life.
The Israelite's had a promise of God to hold on to. They had a land they were walking towards.Every step they took brought them closer to their promised provision which would extend forgenerations. But we know the story. They held themselves up. What for? Because again andagain they doubted God. Lets not forget they had the privelege of straight proof for their literalfaith walk. There doubt was rooted in complaining ( in exodus 17:1-7 they had no water. Butthey didnt ask God for help which was the first mistake. No instead they argued with Moses anddoubted that God was even there.). Then the land they were promised they feared. Fear isrooted in doubt. THey go together like besties. They serioulsy doubted God would have theability probably because of the tribes settled there and the literal giants ( Numbers 13-14 ).Doubting cost generations the land that was promised. Can you imagine doubting God so badlythat it invokes His judgement against you? Enough that you lose the privelege to see hispromise fulfilled? This shows you have the control to receive or lose your promises. You havethe power to rob yourself of goodness and God’s anointing. He works with you not against you.But are your working with Him or in opposition of Him. He had to prepare the next generation toreceive what the first wouldn’t. God kept His promise its just a whole generation missed it bytheir own doubt. It was there promise to step into and receive and they jsut threw it away in thedesert because they just had to know more than God did and proof of His promises werentcutting it through their own looking glass.
What am I saying? Is your doubt preventing your recieval for what you’ve asked in prayer? Is itundermining the faith you do have? What can you not overcome because of it?
What hope does God’s word offer us when trying to walk in faith in every circumstance of ourlives?
Mark 9:24 says “Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe. Help myunbelief!”
Jesus delivers a young boy from an unclean spirit but it only happens once the Fatherconfesses his struggle with doubt. It was about recognizing it was the hindrance to thedeliverance and confessing it so that generational chains and bondage could be broken. Amiracle in deliverance took place nearly immediately once the father spoke it. It was almost as ifhe pleaded with his unbelief before Jesus to leave him so that prayer and faith could set thecaptive free.
What are we captive to in our doubt? We can lose our heaven appointed joy. We can lose ourstability in our spiritual walk. We can even stumble into sin because doubt has replaced our faithin the Lord.
So when you begin to doubt the Lord in any number of ways we could fall prey to, rememberHis promises are true and though we have expectations in our human mind in the way thingsshould go, ultimately God’s well orchestrated blueprint has a bigger picture you can’t see yetuntil faith steps have taken you all the way.


